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SETI-Net set 


Hams with an interest in the 
search for extraterrestrial intelligence 
may wish to check into the recently or- 
ganized SETI-Net. The net meets Sun- 
days at 1000 UTC on 14,204 kHz (which 
is exactly 1% of the popular hydrogen 
line radio astronomy frequency). Net 
control is Peter, DJOBI. The net is spon- 
sored by The SETI League Inc. Paul 
Shuch, N6TX, is the SETI League’s ex- 
ecutive director. See the group’s Web 
site at http://www.setileague.org/ for 
more information —SETI League 


New satellite Web site 


The Southeast Michigan Area 
AMSAT Net’s Web site has a new page 
dedicated to the band plans and modes 
of FO-29 (JAS-2). It’s part of the Web 
site dedicated to both analog and digi- 
tal Amateur-Radio satellite operation. 
The URL is http:/(www.wwnet.com/ 
~jsmyth/index.html.—AMSAT News 
Service 


GATE 2 is like a call 
sign lottery 
September 23, 1996, was a mo- 
metitous day for the thousands of FCC 
Extra class licensees who decided to 


enter what amounts to a call sign lot- 
tery—otherwise known as Gate.2 of the 


FCC’s vanity callsign program. To para- ~ 


phrase the. old saw, “you pays your $30 
and takes your chances!” But, have pa- 
tience! Don’t be surprised if that li- 
cense bearing your new call sign 
doesn’t show up for two to three weeks 
or longer, even if your Form 610V was 


among the first to arrive at the FCC | 


bank contractor’s doorstep. 

Some applicants—perhaps 
many—labored under the misconcep- 
tion that the earlier they got their Form 
610V in to the Pittsburgh drop box (for 


Mellon Bank, the FCC’s fiscal agent), - 
the better their chances of getting their _ 


first choice. T’ain’t so! According to 
ARRL/VEC Manager Bart Jahnke, 
KB9NM, the FCC says it won’t grant 
any applications until all applications 
(electronic or hard-copy) have been re- 
ceived. “What this means is all appli- 
cations first will be entered into one big 
queue in no particular order in the FCC’s 
computer,” he said. Electronic filers 
using the system that the FCC inaugu- 
rated on September 23 stand the same 
chances as paper filers in the call sign 
assignment process, Jahnke empha- 
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sized. The FCC’s on-line filing system 
does not yet permit on-line payment, 
so electronic filers still had to physi- 


cally send their payments to the FCC’s - 


drop box in Pittsburgh, although the 
box was a different one than for paper 
applications with payment attached. 

Jahnke explains that no applica- 
tion will carry a time of receipt, and ev- 
erything that showed up in the correct 
Post Office box between 12:01 AM on 
Saturday, September 21, and 11:59 PM 
on Monday, September 23, will be con- 
sidered day-one receipts and will go 
into the computer as such. The FCC 
says it won’t start to grant new call 
signs until all applications for a given 
day are entered—whether they were 
filed on paper or electronically. When 
the FCC starts granting new call sign 
requests, they will be done in random 
order, so it could be a few weeks before 
your application is granted. 


“Think of it as a lottery drawing,” 
Jahnke said. “The (FCC computer) ‘arm’ 
will reach in and grab applications until 
the queue is empty.” 

Late information indicates that as 
of September 26, more than 4500 vanity 
applications had made their way from 
Pittsburgh to Gettysburg for process- 
ing, but more are expected. The FCC 
got 339 electronically filed applications 
on day one. Just how many Gate 2 ap- 
plications the FCC ultimately will re- 
ceive is a matter of speculation. Origi- 
nal FCC plans called for running off 
25,000 Form 610V copies for the entire 
vanity program. Later, the Commission 
upped the tally by nearly a factor of 10. 
Jahnke said the ARRL alone has dis- 
tributed up to 20,000 vanity call sign 
application packages, including direct 
replies to SASEs, electronic requests 
and distributions at hamfests and con- 
ventions. One unconfirmed report said 
a single courier hand-delivered 5000 
Form 610V applications on behalf of 
first-day filers. 


ARRL drops two on- 


line accounts 


Because of a precipitous drop in 
use by our members, ARRL will close 
its.accounts on GEnie and Prodigy as 
of November |. Pointers to sites still 
offering our services—such as 
ARRLWeb, InfoServer, CompuServe 
and America Online—will be posted on 


both Prodigy and GEnie, including in- 
structions on how to subscribe to 
W1AW bulletins: For more information, 
contact Mary Carcia, N7IAL, 860-594- 
0230; e-mail mcarcia @arrl.org, 
New net for hams with 
‘disabilities 

Bob Mauro, KZ2G, has started a 
Monday net for Internet hams with dis- 
abilities. If you’d like to discuss dis- 
ability and the Internet, check in on 
14.265 MHz, Mondays at 1830 UTC. Or 
you can contact him via e-mail at 
mauro@chelsea.ios.com. 


Columbia ARC 
Hamfest/ Tailgate 


The Columbia Amateur Radio 
Society of Lake City, Florida will hold- 
its Second Annual Hanifest /Tailgate 
on December 14, 1996 at the Florida Na- 
tional Guard Armory, Lake Jeffery Road 
in Lake City. 


According to club President Jo- 
seph D. Aymond, Jr., they will occupy 
6000 sq. ft.; with 80 tables and space 
for car tailgaters. The talk-in frequency 
is 145.490 with an alternate of 147.150+. 

For more information call (904) 
755-7969. 


Tales from the Land of 


the Lei 


Ted Leaf (WH6VO) of the Hawaii ~ 
West Amateur Radio Society (HWARS) 
thought it to be quite an accomplish- 
ment for having advanced from Novice 
to Extra in less than two years. That 
was until Dewey told him his story. 

Sometime ago, a twelve year old 
girl and her father - who no one in the 
club had ever seen before - appeared to 
take the VE exam. They each took the 
code test at 20 wpm and passed. Then 
they took the novice exam and passed. 
Then they took the tech exam and 
passed. They took the General, ad- 
vanced and finally - the extra. They 
passed, 

’ The two of them walked out of 
the session with their extra class certifi- 
cates, never to be seen again. Accord- — 
ing to Ted, Dewey swears this is a true 
story. 
-Thanx Ted Leaf (WH6VO) 
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A Hedonistic Newsletter 


Skip Magazine receives newslet- 
ters from many organizations through- 
out the southeast. A new one (new to 


me), The Independent Bohemian at-— 


rived in my mail this month. The news- 
letter is “Hedonistically dedicated to Six 
Meters” and as its name implies, is un- 
conventional, lively, humorous and 
even whimsical. Published by Sam 
- Falco, KD4VBI of Riviera Beach Florida, 
The Independent Bohemian reflects the 
publisher’s belief in amateur radio op- 
erators with legitimate credentials; i.e. 
knowledge of rules of procedure, oper- 
ating principles and basic electronics. 
The clever wordsmithing indicates the 
newsletter is written by someone with 


more than a casual acquaintance with , 


the English language. 


Since this Editor is not a Sixer (I , 


used to think it referred to a basketball 
team), I can’t attest to the magical quali- 
ties of “The Magic Band”. I had one 
brief flirtation with six meters, back 
when people had TV antennas. Un- 
known to me, many of my neighbors 
were fans of the local religious chan- 


nel and not of me - an uninvited visitor ~ 


on their TVs. I wasn’t overly enchanted 
with the antiquated and bulky police 
department boat anchor and soon lost 
interest. 

_ Anyhow, the newsletter makes 
for good reading and is really cheap! 
Read that FREE. The Independent Bo- 
hemian is supported so far by adver- 
tising. If you would like more informa- 
tion write: 

HRH KD4VBI 

PO Box 9657 

Riviera Beach, FL 33419 

One could speculate on the 
meaning of “HRH”. His Royal Highness 
perhaps? 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


| available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 
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Florida 6-meter 
_ Repeaters 
Location Output —_ Input 
Longwood 53.150 52.150 
Cocoa 53.070 52.070 
St. Augustine 53.250 52.250 
Fanning Spngs53.170 52.170 
Ft. Lauderdale 53.170 52.170 
~ Holiday 53.030 52.030 
Miami 53.030 52.030 
Tampa SSDNA 52.210 
Riviera Beach 53.210 52.210 
Naples 53.010 52.010 
W.P.B. 53.010 52.010 
FCC Plan Would Ease 
International 
Operating 


The FCC has proposed amend- 
ing the Amateur Radio rules to make it 
easier for hams holding a European 
Conference of Postal and Telecommu- 
nications Administrations (CEPT) ra- 
dio-amateur license or an International 
Amateur Radio Permit ([ARP) from cer- 


tain countries in Europe and the Ameri- 


cas to operate during short visits to 
the US. If finally approved, hams would 
be able to operate for short periods in 
participating countries without first 
obtaining another license or permit 
from the host country. 


_The FCC says the arrangement 


_is intended to make it easier for. US 


hams to operate stations temporarily 
in several countries in Europe, Central 
and South America. Likewise, hams 
from those countries would be allowed 
to operate in stations in places where 
the FCC regulates ham radio. “We be- 
lieve that US participation in both the 
CEPT agreement and the CITEL/Ama- 
teur Convention would benefit US ama- 
teur operators who travel to Europe and 
to the Americas,” the FCC said in its 
discussion of WT Docket 96-188. 


' Operating authority by CEPT or 
IARP holders in the US would be for 
“up to 180 days within the preceding 
five years.” The two classes of CEPT 
licenses would correspond either to 
Amateur Extra or Technician class. 
Resident aliens or US citizens could not 
operate in the US under a CEPT license 
or IARP. 


Last year, ARRL petitioned the 
FCC to implement the CITEL/Amateur 
Convention. The League also asked the 
Commission to acknowledge arrange- 
ments to be made between the ARRL 
and the Department of State to issue 
IARP documents to US citizens for use 


‘in other CITEL countries. The FCC has - 


asked the State Department to apply 
for participation in the CEPT Agree- 
ment as a non-CEPT country and ex- 
pects the agreement to be concluded 
this year. 


Comments on the proposal are ~ 


due December 13, 1996, and reply com- 


ments by January 13, 1997. E-mail com- 
ments should mention “WT Docket No 
96-188” on the subject line and should 
be addressed to mdepont@fcc.gov. 
Include your full name and Postal Ser- 
vice mailing address in the message 
text. Mail written comments to: Office 
of the Secretary, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, Washington, DC 
20554.—FCC : 


Va" x V2" 
110 Copper - 


Ground It i] 
Solid Copper Buss Stainless Stee! Hardware 
Grounding Stud Every 6 inches 
Ground ail of your equipment chassis‘s to a 
single earth ground In one easy installation. 
2 ft. $16.95 3 ft. $23.95 4 ft. $26.95 
$5.00 S&H each + $2.00 additional per buss 


Flexible Rope Wire Straps 
w/Term. Ends, Ail Solid Copper $2.50 per ft. 
S&H tree with buss, §3.00 without 


Practice 
Oscillator 


Very Compact Size 2'/4" Wx 4%/e Lx 2" H 
Weighted Base, Color Biack w/Stainiess Key, 


Anti Skid Feet, Variable Tone. ~ 
‘ Adjustable Volumn, 9 Volt Bat. Instailed. 
Can elso be used w/straight key of your choice 
30 day money back guarantee + 1 yr warranty 
$24.95 + $5 S&H each + $2 additional per oscil. 
Mall check/money order 


http://www.cqintemet.com/jms.htm 
_ To send fax or phone 203-461-8768 ; 
J.M.S. 


35 Hilltop Ave. Dept. F 
Stamford, CT 06907 


J. Martin Systems 


From the Editor i 


What - me worry? 

After being wiped out by a bolt of 
lightning in March, I’m so paranoid that 
I disconnect my computers if I hear a 
rumble from my stomach. Now that’s re- 
ally bad! 

A few months after my misfortune, 
I received a Tampa Tribune article from 
Clark Evans, WA4DLL that spoke of a 
small gadget that scans skies and warns 


of lightning. He suggested that I should | 


contact Sam Clubb, the President of 
SkyScan and check out the gadget. Since 
Clark and I have enjoyed occasional hu- 
morous exchanges, I thought it was a 
friendly dig at my dilemma. 


As SKIP readers may have no- 
ticed, a SkyScan advertisement ap- 
peared last month from MEKTRON, a 
new SkyScan dealer. The company is 
owned by George Davidson, K4ENW 
and he had called me about advertising 
in SKIP and I told him that I was actually 
considering buying one of the gizmos. 
To make a long story short, I bought a 
SkyScan and he bought an ad. Scout’s 
honor - there was no bribery involved! 

A half hour after my SkyScan ar- 
rived and was hooked up, its audible 
alarm was screaming bloody murder and 
blinking on the SEVERE THUNDER- 
. STORMLED. About that time, I got into 
a disagreement with my girlfriend about 
a time-sensitive appointment. “Look, it’s 
only 2:30PM and [ have plenty of time”. 
I also decided that the SkyScan’s tem- 
porary location between my computer 
and TV set was causing it to false trig- 
ger. [moved it across the room, all by its 
little self. It continued to scream but | 
neither saw nor heard cause for alarm. I 
turned the audio alarm off and went back 
to work. 

The next morning I picked up the 
newspaper and was greeted with the front 
page headlines: TORNADOES AND 
WATERSPOUTS TOUCH DOWN AT 
2:30PMIN MELBOURNE. Remember 
my 2:30 discussion and remember the 
screaming SkyScan that I ignored? Oc- 
currences like that give one cause to re- 
flect! 


Since the arrival of my SkyScan 
coincided with the arrival of the tropical 
storm that was milling around in the Gulf, 
Ihad enough activity to monitor the cred- 
ibility of the SkyScan. There were storm 
cells all around the area. I could monitor 
the arrival of a storm to the area. First 
one sees the 20-40 mile LED blinking. 
When it starts triggering the the 8-20 mile 
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LED, one can usually hear thunder. Since 
I usually listen to AM radio during the 
day, I would hear the static crack ‘on the 
radio and immediately I would look at 
the SkyScan. Without fail, astatic crack 
on the radio would result in an indica- 
tion on the device. 

I determined that my” hlighthibe 
“comfort zone” to be 3-8 miles so I set 
the audible alarm to trigger on the 3-8 
range. On one occasion. I dutifully dis- 


connected modems, antennae, and com- 
' puters at the first beep. I’m glad I did 


because the fast moving storm lost no 
time triggering the SEVERE THUNDER- 
STORM alarm.( The Severe Alarm sounds 
for 15 second intervals while hysterically 
blinking). A severe storm was a mild de- 


scription for it too. It did some damage | | 


to trees and shrubbery and I’m convinced 
that some of the flash-bangs with NO 


time intervals would have made mince- 


meat of my modems. 

The important point is that with 
SkyScan, I had several minutes warning 
rather than the usual panic-stricken ex- 
ercise of unscrewing connectors and dis- 
connecting equipment while in the middle 


of real-time “incoming”. However, it is _ 


important that one condition oneself to 
heeding the SkyScan warning and dis- 
connect VOW while it still relatively safe. 


In the scant few weeks I have had 
the SkyScan, I have found it to be re- 
markably accurate and reliable. Just a few 
days ago, I had the mistaken notion that 
I should ignore the audio alarm since it 
was sunny and blue from my vantage 
point. A friend from Palm Bay called and 
remarked on the thunder storm in his area 


(about7 miles south of my office). Since: 


I can’t look south from my office, I went 
outside to see blue sky north, east and 
west but BLACK in the south. — 


If it ever sinks in that the SkySean 
is always right and I’m always wrong, 
my electronic equipment should 
“weather any storm’. Sometimes you can 
train an old dog a new trick. 


Idle thought: It would be neat if 
somehow the SkyScan could be inter- 
faced with a power control module to 
automatically kill power to sensitive 
equipment. This could be especially use- 
ful when one is away from the equip- 
ment for extended periods of time. For 
me, it is not always feasible to unplug 
everything when | must run downtown 
for a few hours, 

Cow 


Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT Editor = 
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Don't Forget 
The Pelican Picnic 
Lake Seminole Park - Shelter 
13 
Wednesday November 20, 1996 
- 11:00 a.m. 
Tickets $7.50/person 
Info: Don Bice, W4PCO 
(813) 347-2707 
A great affair, the picnic is » 
open to all QCWA members, friends 
and guests. There will be plenty of § 
food, prizes and extra libation for the ¢ 


early arrivals. e 
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Gator Chapter #32 

_ The first fall formal meeting was 
held October 5, 1996 at Stacey’s Buf- 
fet, Midland Mall, Clearwater. VP Frank 
Obenauf, W2IAJ presided for Presi- 
dent Bill Bell, K4A VH who was attend- 
ing the QCWA National Convention 
in Ottawa, Canada. 

There were 28 members and 
guests present. A number of snowbirds 
have as yet to arrive from the north 
but would be here for the next meeting. 
Bill Hamilton of Neighborly Senior Ser- 
vices was the speaker filling the wall 
screen with transparencies showing 
the many services available to Seniors 
60 yrs. and older. Almost everyone at 
the meeting was in that age group. 
Most of us could relate to'the services 
that are available for ourselves, family 
or friends. The President Bill Bell is a 
volunteer driver, delivering “Meals on 
__ Wheels” to shut-ins. i 

Secretary Bart Bridges, W2ZYQ 
recognized those who had birthdays 
or anniversaries in October. Harold 
- Johnson and his wife have been mar- 
ried for 69 years. . 


_ A nominating committee was 


appointed to report candidate selec- 
tions for officers and directors for 1997 
at the November luncheon. The elec- 
tion will be held at the December meet- 
ing. -Reported by Frank Obenauf, 
W2IAJ, Vice President. 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 


Pelican Chapter #128 


The September meeting of the 
Pelican Chapter #1 28 was by President 
Alan Pickering KJON at 11:50 AM. The 
usual meeting place was reserved for 
our Chapter at Stacey’s Buffet at the 
Tyrone Gardens Shopping Center, lo- 
cated at 10th Avenue North and 58th 
Street, in St. Petersburg. Officers 


_ present were Alan Pickering KJON, 


President, Buddy Morgan WA40MG, 
Vice President, J. Frederick Strom, 


-K9BSL Secretary, Don Bice, W4PCO, 


Treasurer, and Directors Ralph Luedke 
K9MOR and Jarvie Mullins WA4GJH. 

_ The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag of Our Country was led by Presi- 
dent Pickering, after which he led the 
Pelicans in the Invocation. After the 
Invocation, self introductions were 
made by 19 members and guests that 
were present 

- Following the reading of the 
minutes by Secretary Jay Strom, K9BSL, 


- Don Bice, W4PCO reported that the 


treasury stood at $1231.75 with no out- 
standing obligations. 

Bill Bell, K4AA VH called for net 
control stations for October, and those 
who responded are as follows: 5 Octo- 
ber, K9MOR, 12 October, W4PCO- 19 
October, KJON and 26 October, K4A VH. 

President Pickering, KJON, then 
appointed Bill Bell K4AVH, and Jay 
Strom, K9BSL to act as the nominating 
committee for the 1997 officers 

_ .Ralph Luedke, K9MOR reports 


, that there will be a program at the Oc- 


tober 16th meeting, entitled “ Car Care 
for the Consumer", You and Your Own- 
ers Manual, and will be presented by 
Jim Aggeles, the Pinellas County Fleet 
Manager. It is expected to be very good 
program of interest to all whom drive 
and maintain their own automobiles. 


Health and Welfare, Don Bice 


W4PCO announced that Fr. L. Charles. 


Tardiff W3EHG was a patient at St. 
Anthony’s Hospital. The Pelicans are 
looking forward to hearing that Fr. 
Chuck will be released soon, and re- 
turned to good health. Jay K9BSL also 
brought news that Owen Staton, 
WAONII was to undergo further treat- 
ment following lung surgery. Owen is 
also in the prayers of the Pelicans. 

Eli Nannis K4JMH who died on 
14 August, Pelican Member, Past Presi- 


or) 


dent, and Board of Directors member 
was praised for all his efforts toward 
Amateur Radio, QCWA, and particu- 
larly the Pelican Chapter. Eli’s QCWA 
pin with his original call sign of 
W1HGK was placed on the Pelican 
Chapter, Banner in memorial to Eli’s ser- 
vice and having been a Chapter Mem- 
ber. 

Jack Cook, VE3AMP a Pelican 
member who lives in Lutz, reports that 
he has heard that the call of W3AA, 
Harold Fox, (SK), aPelican member, 
has been obtained and memorialized by 
the Frankfort Amateur Radio Club, of 
Philadelphia, of which Harold was a 
one time member. 

President Pickering KJ9N stated 
that he would attempt, to obtain a free 
table for the Gator Chapter #32 and the 
Pelican Chapter #128 to sell national 
memberships and chapter member- 
ships. -Reported by J. Fred Strom, 
K9BSL, Secretary. 


Chapter #195 

The meeting of the Sun City Cen- 
ter Chapter, #195 of QCWA met at 
Maggie’s Restaurant, on September 12, 
1996. The meeting was called to order 
by Leo Witkowski, K1QPJ, President 
at 11:40 AM. Leo led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. He thanked the 17 hams 
and 3 guests who attended, and asked 
each to introduce themselves. 

The President with sadness re- 
ported that Ray Swensen, KS4XM, a 
charter member of this Chapter became 
a Silent Key on May 31st. We ob- 
served a moment of silence. 

Volunteers for a Nominating 
Committee were requested. Al 
Brawley, KSHOK, will be Chairman, and 

Continued on page 8 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


Do you love me? 


_ -By Alan J. Pickering, KJ9N 
President Q@CWA Chapter #128 


Everyone who has ever lived 
with another person knows how impor- 
tant it is to affirm, repeatedly and often, 
how much each loves the other. When 
that vocal and behavioral affirmation is 
missing, the relationship suffers, and 
may, in fact, break apart entirely. We 
know this by the past experiences of 
others, and we may have had to learn it 
from our own daily living. Without that 
all-important “I love you”, relationships 
deteriorate quickly. 

At the moment, we in Amateur 
Radio are going through the experience 
of wondering whether or not the Fed- 
eral government, its State Department, 
and its Communications Commission 
“loves us.” Do they know what we con- 
tribute to the safety and health of our 
communities when disaster strikes? Do 
they appreciate the new frontiers in 
electronics that are constantly being 
pushed back by experimenting hams? 
Do they have any idea of the pool of 
trained technicians and engineers 
which has come into being because 
some young people caught the excite- 
ment of DX, or Packet, or Fox Hunting, 
or just talking to their friends via 
repeaters?Probably not. It would ap- 
pear from recent efforts to make 144 
MHz and 440 MHz amateur bands 
available for low orbiting satellite use, 
that many, many folks simply do not 
love us all that much, and that our “re- 
lationship” with various governments 
and government groups is not all that 
strong nor lasting. 

I have a neighbor who does not 
love me. He feeds his TV audio into a 


large audio amplifier, then distributes 
the signal all over his house with zip 
cord. He re-broadcasts his 60-inch TV 
picture to two other sets viaa local “Pi- 
rate” (yes, believe it or not, that is its 
trade name) transmitter. He is a lawyer, 
and threatens at least once a month to 
have me arrested and charged with “dis- 
turbing the peace” if I don’t quit inter- 
fering with his weekend TV watching. 
My attorney says that although it might 
not stick, it could be messy. It is clear 
that my neighbor doesn’t love me. And 
I doubt that even if a need for emer- 
gency communications arose which I 
could help meet, he’d still not love me. 
And the Tampa FCC Engineer-in- 
Charge doesn’t love me nor love the 
Tampa Bay Amateur Community 
enough to tell my neighbor just where 
he’s wrong. 


_ Allofus have a responsibility to 
keep reminding the public, and particu- 
larly those politicians, legislators, and 
appointed officials at all levels of gov- 
ernment whose attitudes and actions 
so seriously affect our hobby, that we 
love them. Yet if we don’t tell them in 
myriads of ways, all of the time, then 
we have no right to expect them to love 
us inreturn. Every Ham has to toot the 
horn of Amateur Radio Communica- 
tions for his/her own sake, as well as 
the sake of all others who have yet to 
learn that the world’s relationships are 
all too often maintained “tit for tat.” 


“Do you love me?” is acommon 
question in all life and all politics to- 
day. We all need to find effective ways, 
and means to reply in the affirmative. 
That’s what the Prez sez, for this month, 
anyway. os 

73, Alan, KJ9ON 


FCC Gate 2 update 


If all goes well at the FCC’s 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, office, you 
might have that new vanity call sign 
you applied for under Gate 2 in time for 
the ARRL Sweepstakes CW weekend 
(November 2-3). A spokesman said this 
week that the FCC anticipates it could 
be four weeks or so before any grants 
are issued to first-day applicants. The 
FCC said the number of personnel avail- 
able to enter application information and 
call sign lists is limited, and that keying 


6 


in up to 25 call signs and then verifying 
that they were keyed correctly is not a 
very fast process. © 

The FCC will not start making 
any grants for first-day filers until all 
day-one applications have been entered 
into the FCC’s computer. Then applica- 


tions will be processed randomly from - 


among those in the first-day pool. 
The number of hams taking ad- 

vantage of Gate 2 has been less than 

anticipated. As of September 25, the 


; 


FCC had received 5297 Gate 2 applica- 
tions. First-day vanity filers totaled 
4527, anumber that even surprised the 
FCC, which had been expecting a larger 
flood of Gate 2 filings. The FCC said 
4188 paper applications and 339 elec- 
tronic applications were received the 
first day. Another 770 applications, 
mostly paper, had showed up by 
Wednesday, September 25. Slightly 
more than 7 percent of applicants used 
the FCC’s newly inaugurated electronic 
filing system. 

Among the major headaches for 
the folks in Gettysburg are applications 
that contain illegible information. FCC 
personnel have been instructed to skip 
over requested call signs they cannot 
decipher. Also, some electronic filers _ 
have been sending their payments to 
the wrong Post Office Box in Pittsburgh 
and using the FCC Form 159 designed 
for use by those filing on paper. The 
FCC said that contrary to instructions 
on the electronic application form, elec- 
tronic filers should not forward a copy 
of their Amateur Radio license to the 
FCC by mail. FCC personnel have no 
way to match up licenses with applica- 
tions, and they don’t need the license 
copy to process the application. 


The FCC said that some appli- 
cants apparently have had second 
thoughts about changing their call 
signs and have contacted the FCC to . 
pull their Gate 2 paperwork. The FCC 
says that cannot be done. Those is- 
sued a vanity call sign who decide they 
like their old call sign better will have to 
pay another 30 dollars and reapply un- 
der Gate 1. i an 

If the FCC is unable to grant any | 
of your vanity call sign requests, your — 
application will be dismissed, and the 
FCC will notify you to that effect. But ~ 


the Commission will not return your 30 


dollar application fee until you request 
a refund in writing. Unlucky vanity ap- 
plicants will be informed that *’credit 
cannot be provided toward future fil- 
ings,’ and that FCC procedures autho- 
rize a refund *’only when requested in 
writing.’’ To take another chance un- 
der Gate 2 means completing another 
Form 610V and sending in another 30 
dollar fee. as Si . 

The FCC has not announced a 
schedule to open Gates 3 and 4. 
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TFC Nets 


SEFTN 

The Southeast Florida Traffic Net 
(regular session) met thirty consecutive days 
in September and logged 1008 individual sta- 
tions, 285 messages passed during 1708 
minutes of Net time. Statistics for the Early 
session were not available at this writing. 

Those with 100% Net participation 
were: KD4HGU, KE4RSN, KS4JK, 
KB4WBY, KC4JNM and KA2YZM. 
Thanks for your perseverance. (You can tell 
who didn’t go to Melbourne!) 

KE4QXL, Diana, one of our younger 
participants (14 yrs.) became our 1000th 
station checkin for September. Thanks “Di” 
for your continued participation. A certifi- 
cate for this achievement will reach you 
shortly. 

This marks our 108th consecutive 
month with over 1000 per month checking 
into the SEFTN. 

‘Charles, WB4PAM, has currently 
finished his series of Traffic Tips that he 
has given us over the past couple of months. 


Checking into Hotel ... er... CW Net 


Bob, KC4ZHF participates in the Hotel Net, checking into QFNS — 


Hotel Net Successful 


A big thanks Charles, for your research and 
excellent presentations. 

Jim, KD4GR,is currently providing 
us with our Tuesday evening Traffic Tips 
sessions and has invited some local Net 
Managers to describe their nets, both phone 


and C.W. Should be interesting andeduca- . 


tional to those not familiar with H.F: Traf- 
fic Nets. Don’t forget to be there, Tuesday 
evenings promptly at 6:30. 

S.E.F.T.N. meets daily at 11:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. local time on the Motorola 
A.R.C. Repeater, 146.19/79 covering the 
Broward, Dade and Palm Beach areas. Join 


At the Melbourne Hamfest, 


Chet, AB4XK, Kevin, WV5Z (STM 


SFL), and Rip, AA4HT (SM SFL) 
brought new meaning to the phrase, 
“checking in to a hotel”. The three 
musketeers strung up an eighty-meter 


dipole on the 5th floor balcony of the 
Hilton Hotel to receive CW Traffic Net 
checkins. 


The following people checked 
into the traffic nets: Chet (AB4XK), 
Kevin (WV5Z), Phil (KA4FZI), Ed 


(N4EC), Bob (KC4ZHF), and Chas 
(KD40GV). 

The spectacle was observed by 
new Ham, Mary Kay Pickel, KF4IDX 
who refrained from commenting but 
kept a keen eye on matters. The wives 
of AB4XK, N4EC and KC4ZHF were 
also observing and generally agreed 
that the group was nuts. 

Nuts notwithstanding, they man- 
aged to check into QFN and QFNS for 
which, rumors have it, Section Man- 


us often. 73/88 Bob - KC4ZHF Asst. Net 
Mgr. 


QFNS Net 

QFNS, the all Florida SLOW SPEED CW Traffic/Train- 
ing Net invites all Novice and Tech Plus class licensed Ama- 
teurs to participate in a Net that was created just for them. 
The Net meets daily at 8 p.m. local time in the Novice portion 
of the 80 Meter Band, 3.715, +/- QRM. Join us, listen, learn 
and participate. General, Advanced and Extra class, of course, 
are also invited. Learn C.W. Traffic Handling or share your 

expertise with others. 


QFNS Statistics for September were as follows: QNI . 


244. QTC 75. QND 890 during 30 consecutive sessions. 

A warm welcome is extended to Chas, KD4OGV, our 
new Tuesday evening Net Control Station. Your doing a 
great job, Chas and it is appreciated. 

Missed the earlier Traffic Nets and have traffic to pass? 
Bring it to QFNS at 8 p.m. and we will move it for you. We 
have some great Net Control Stations. KA4FZI, WA9VND, 
KD4GR, KC4ZHN, WC4D, KE4DNO and KD4OGV with yours 
truly currently acting as Alternate. 

Join us any evening, we will be glad to have you check 
in with us. 73/88 Bob - KC4ZHF, Net Manager 
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ager AA4HT was bubbling with glee! 


QFN 
QFN meets on 3651 KHz daily at 7 PM and.10 PM. Join 
us! Our stats for September:qni = 839, qtc = 527, qnd = 1256 
Welcoming AN4JN, Armando in Merritt Island, as a 
new station on QFN this month. For those who feel more 
comfortable knowing who is likely to be the NCS ora rep: 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 
NCS WX4H WV5Z AA4HT K4SCL A4FZI . AB4XK AE4KX 


KA4FZI 
4RN AA4BNK4SCL AE4KX AB4XK WX4H WX4H AA4HT 
RN5 N4EC N4XS N4SS W4KIX WV5Z  AB4XK  you?? 


Slower CW or new to traffic handling? Try QFNS(slow 
CW) or FMSN (medium speed) which are training/traffic nets 
and feed out-of-state traffic into QFN where the region reps 
pick it up for relay. QFNS meets on 3715, which is in the 
Novice portion of the band. QFN early is the up cycle to 


-4RN (EAN)at 1945 and RNS (CAN, PAN) at 2030. QEN late 


is the down cycle and relays traffic into Florida from the 
region nets. With Thanksgiving and the December holi- 
days coming up soon we need representation from more of 
our Florida cities to relay traffic and deliver messages. We 
will also be using more alternates to the region nets. All are 
welcome to join in and help.73/88 Phil KA4FZI NM 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


Don Browne, KO4YM 


Knights Keeping Net Busy 

The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 66th anniversary of operation. The Knights meet 
every Sunday morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 
there have been over 530 memberships awarded to amateur 
operators. The Knights always welcomes new members. A 
membership certificate is earned after five consecutive weekly 
check-ins to the net. 


And here goes the Knightly News: 

The Knights have been keeping the Sunday morning 
net active. New hams have been checking in regularly and old 
members have been calling in and reporting the goings on in 
their hometowns. Some of the new calls we have heard check 
in recently include: WB4CHO, Charlie of Holiday, W3SON, 
Dick of Hudson, W3TAT, Tom of St. Augustine, WA4HQU, 
Warren in South Carolina, and K4JUZ, Hatch of St. August- 
ine. 

Wendy W1UCL took over the net while Jay, K9BSL was 
away. Wendy was also at the top of the roll call during October 
having checked in the most times of all the members. Wendy is 
from Vermont and did some aircraft flying up there. 

And speaking of pilots, the Knights have quite a few 
members with pilot licenses including Tom, W1MRJ of 
Belleview who used to give flight instruction in Vermont. 

Charlie Stevens, K8RIF is steadily recovering from his 
illness and is now back in Lakeland. Charlie used to be with 
the FAA and has been a volunteer at the Sun ‘N Fun Fly In at 
Lakeland for many years. 

Marian, KC4MFT of New Port Richey reports that Ernie 
KA4BTQ of St. Augustine has not been able to check in with 
the Knights yet but has been talking with friends at 10 AM 
each Sunday on 3.910Mhz. 

Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian has repaired his vehicle and 
lawn tractor, and hopes to put the car on the market for sale. 
Doug N4SLS and Marian KC4MFT of New Port Richey went 
to the county Sheriff's BBQ and had a good time listening to 
the local school band that performed numerous selections at 
that affair. 


Ben, K9QHZ of Niceville is one of the newest Knight 
members and has been checking in regularly. Ben is, I think 
the only person checking in from another time zone. He’s in 
the Central Daylight zone and unfortunately for him has to 
check in at 6:30 in the morning while all the rest of us have 
the luxury of sleeping in until 7:30 Sunday morning. 

Herb, AD4UA has been back working with his router 
in the woodshop and keeping busy. 

Bob, W4KOG of North Palm has been checking in 
with his Tentec Scout since the recent lightning strike at 
his shack. He’s been attending the area hamfests and man- 
ning the QCWA booth when possible. 

While listening to a international shortwave broad- 
cast from Nashville I heard a report of the Ch. 39 TV tower 
in Dallas collapsing. The gigantic 1500' TV tower which 
also held four Dallas FM station antennas collapsed when 
a guy wire broke as a gin pole was raising a section to the 
top, the station’s chief engineer reported. Three workers at 
the top were killed and one at the base injured. Just a re- 
minder to all of us to be very careful and alert when working 
around towers. 

For those who have Romanians and internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne. Go to the ham pages to see Florida ham info and 
the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as well as two 
QCWA chapter newsletters. 

We encourage new check-ins each Sunday morning 
to ham.radio’s oldest net. Please join us each Sunday. at 
7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s been 
happening in your area. We welcome all hams from any- 
where that can hear us. Invite your out of state friends to 
listen in and call in Sunday morning. See you all on n Sunday 
morning. ### 

Check out the NEW Southwest FI. website: 

Southwest Florida Online -Hendry, Lee, and Glades" 
County, Florida Including Small Town Living in Lehigh 
Acres, Clewiston, LaBelle, Moore Haven, Alva, and Felda 

point your web browser to: 
http://members.aol.com/browne 


QCWA - Continued from page 6 


Ed O’Reilly, WA2RAP assistant. Ed 
O’Reilly suggested the Chapter donate 
$25.00 to QCWA Scholarship Fund in 
memory of Ray Swensen, KS4XM. 
Members present approved the expen- 
diture, and the President asked George 
Guler, WOOIR, Treasurer to send the 
check. 

Ed Coxey, W2AFD celebrated 
his 90th birthday on September 9. Kay 
and’ Ed Anderson, W8DUV AND 
W8DUW, recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. Jerry Engle up- 


graded to Extra Class, new call AE4 WZ. 
Art Seltzer received his old call back, 
W4EFL. 

John Bowker, WA2WEN, said 
the Sun City Center Radio Club, Kings 
Point Radio Club, and Sharks will have 
a table to sell equipment at the Tampa 
Hamfest, for anyone interested. 

Alan Pickering, KJON, invited all 
to the QCWA Annual Picnic on No- 
vember 20th at 12 Noon. He will bring 
tickets to our next meeting for those 
interested. Ed-‘Coxey, W2AFD, sug- 


gested we contact Bob Perrin, W8PCZ, 
to put a message on the local repeater 
of our next meeting, November 14, 1996. 

Alan Pickering, told of his visit 
to Kit Peak in Arizona, and that he was 
able to count the sunspots. 

Kay Anderson, W8DUV, an- 
nounced that her BBS is no longer in 
service. The closest one is KD4INY, 
George Ambrose. He-is on the same 
frequency, 145.01, and uses the same 
program. -Reported by Lorraine 
Witkowski, WA1EDR, Secretary 


RS 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Sept.1996 — Traffic Hounds - Sept. 1996 | 
| -by AA4HT and WX4H -by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z STM SFL 


Station 
1° W3CUL 
2 WxX4H 
3. W3VR 
4  KEADNO 
5  NR2F 
6 
7 
8 
9 


QNI AVG QTC AVG SES MGR QTC/ONI 
is OWT 0.3 WA4ATE 0.02 
174 34.2 1.4 KA2YZM 0.04 
167 41.8 2.3 - N4LTT 0.05 
81 16.2 1.0 KB4UE] —_—_0..06 
715 28.6 3.3 N2UBW 0.11 
442 7.4 2.0 KE4ESV 0.27 
sepia. yr ek 23 KE4DNO 0.28 
315° 10:5 5.5 30 KC4ZHN 0.53 
209 10.0 3.0 WB4GCK 0.30 
1304 43.5 6.1 WN4IIV 0.14 
2194.73 10.5 W4DL 1.44 
79 19.8 6.3 W3YWK 0.32 
1275 51.0 16.3 WA4NDA 0.32 
967 6.7 AD4BL 0.21 
192 130: KE4CGQ 0.02 
599 0.8 KE4CGQ 0.04 
131 0.8 KD4EFM 0.02 | 
93 KT4LL 

839 8.8 KA4FZI 0.63 
Oa ae hp. 2.5 KC4ZHF 0.31 
1347 5.3 KD4GR 0.24 
36 0.0 KD4GR 

548° lied N4ZMQ 

605 4.7 KE4DNO 

287 1.4 K4FQU 

612 6.1 NR2F 

333 4.1 KE4DNO 


WA9VND 
WA4NDA 
KB4WBY 
KA2YZM 
10. WA4PUP 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following Ama 
eur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent keys i 
your area. 


KQ2L - Alan G. Peers, Tavares 

W2YLS - Davis H. Corkran, Palmetto 
KB2ZF - Nathan J. Capon, Lake Worth 
KA4AQF - Charles L. Keiser, Wesley Chapel 
KQ4CF - James Clarkson, Venice 

K4EFX - Frank J. Drogan, Orlando 

W4HIX - William C. Stone, Seminole 
N4HMD - LLoyd C. Wood, Shalimar 
WB4JBY - Stanley J. Kowaski, Palm Harbor 
W4LLA - Gil Geitner, Port St. Lucie 

K4MB - Robert T. Clowes, Dunedin 

KANS - Walter H. Kozacko, Cape Coral 
W4QBY - Dorthea Seaver, Fort Lauderdale 
W4TQH - James N. Jones, Gulf Breeze 
W4TQA - Harry Thorpe, Longwood 
W4UKA - George T. Sperry, Ocala 

KS4XM - Ray M. Swenson Jr, Sun City Center 
WORVN - Charles Arbetman, Highland Beach 


AVG 


_ NFL BBS Totals - Sept., 1996 
Dave Sutherland/N4GMU 


Total NTS traffic for NFL: 507 
(( dave.sutherland@dlbbs.com )) 


10 | : : November. 1996 @ SKIP . 


Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 


Frequencies and Times 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 
AIN ARRL Information Net 
Knights of the Kilocycle 

Fla. Trader’s Net 

Old Goat’s Net 

Waterway Net 

(SAT) SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 
(TUES) Buckaroo Tfc Net 
SOUTHCARS 

GN Gator Net 

NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 
Swap Net 

Swap Net 7251 
FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net 7247.5 
FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n 7236 +/-QRM 
QCWA Qrtr Cent. Wireless Ass'n 14347 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 3908 
TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed Tfc Net 3651/7061 
FAST/E South Fla. Tfc Net (Early 3940 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 3950 
Martin County Ragchew Net 3985 
QFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 3651/7061 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 28425 
Manatee County ARES Net 28450 
Pinellas County ARES Net 28450 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 28333 
Titusville Mosquito Net 28333 
Swap Net 3898 
Candy’s Swap Net 3945 
QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net eH) 
Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 28390 

So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 29200 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 28375 
QFN/L All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Late) 3651 
FAST/L South Fla. Tfc Net (Late) 3940 


FREQ 
3940 
3940 
3910 
3945 
3910 
7268 
3940 
7248 
7251 
3651/7061 
3950 
7275 


(SAT) 
(SUN) 
(SUN) 
(EX SUN) 


‘(EX SUN) 
(SUN) 
(WED) 


(SUN) 
(SUN) 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


Brits discover Pagers 


Not So Secure 


LONDON, ENGLAND, 1996 OCT 2 
(NB) — By Steve Gold. The British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) has re- 
vealed that radiopaging messages on 
the UK’s paging networks can be read 
by anyone with a radio scanner and 
suitable PC software. In addition, the 
British TV company claims that it is also 
possible to insert bogus messages onto 
_ the paging networks using instructions 
onthe Internet. 
In “The Six’O’Clock News” 
broadcast at 6pm London time today, 
reports quoted Bob Tamalski, a telecoms 


sages on the UK paging networks are insecure, and can be 
eavesdropped by anyone with suitable equipment. This in- 


formation, the BBC claims, has been broadcast on the. 


Internet. 


{ 
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journalist, as claiming that the security of mes- 


In the TV news report, the BBC claimed it had been 
shown messages reporting on the activities of Tony Blair, 
the head of the British Labor Party, along with a message 
referring to a residence of a member of Royalty. It also 
showed an active demonstration in which a reporter eaves- 
dropped on his own BT Mobile radiopager. 


UK paging officials told the BBC that they were aware 
of the potential problem. BBC journalists, meanwhile, said 
that UK radiopaging transmissions were unencrypted and, 
as such, were insecure when viewed alongside digital cellu- 
lar phones, where signals are encrypted. 


Alistair Kelman, a senior Barrister specializing in IT 
(information technology) affairs, told Newsbytes that, al- 
though eavesdropping on radiopaging transmissions is 
clearly illegal and a breach of British communication legisla- 
tion (The Interception of Communications Act) the problem 
is that the information has been posted to the Usenet. 


“The problem now is that the genie is well and truly 
out of the bottle,” he said. “Anyone can now tap into the 
paging transmissions.” He added that the paging networks 
must either encrypt their transmissions or admit that the 
integrity of their paging services are called into question. 


“It’s going to cost the paging networks millions to 
beat this problem, since it will require all the pagers in circu- 
lation to be replaced to beat the eavesdroppers,” he said. 
“It’s going to be a major story as it this matter spreads. 

“The fact that the Usenet is carrying messages with 
this information means that users of radiopaging services 
can no longer rely on the validity of the messages they 
receive,’ he added, referring to the fact that details of how 
to create bogus messages on the paging networks have 
also been posted to the Internet. 


Newsbytes notes that British pagers conform to the 
same VHF and UHF specifications seen in the US and in 
most countries around the world. 


(19961002) 


Linear Power Supplies 
5v JA LAMBDA LOS Z 
5v 2.6A AC/DC. 
Iv 1.6A AC/DC Elec 
12v 2A LAMBDA 1.0S Z 


Adjustable 
HAL-TECH ELECTRONICS 
200 SW 20th St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
954-522-5811 Fax: 954-522-5271 
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New FM Radio Card For PCs 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1996 JUL 
18 (NB)— By Richard Bowers. Philips Electronics will ship 
by the end of the month its new FM radio card for the PC. 
With the card, a user can listen to a FM radio signal, with 
some programming and recording features, while they work 
on their computer. 

The card will carry the Paradise label. Paradise is al 
product group of Philips Electronics. 

At the core of the FM radio cards is the Philips’ de- 
signed FM Tuner module with support for the Radio Broad- 
cast Data System (RBDS). RBDS makes it possible for PCs 
to receive FM radio programs, as well as channel or station 
information that is broadcast along with a radio signal. 

FM broadcasters who use RBDS send data about the 
kind of music that a station plays, such as country music. 
Using this data, the FM radio cards can automatically scan 
and store FM radio station information so computer users 
can make station selections based on music type. A user 
can scan for country music, and all the RBDS stations play- 
ing country music will show up. 

According to Philips, around 50 percent of all FM sta- 
tions are RBDS equipped. 

The FM radio cards also includes the Paradise devel- 


oped Smart Radio, an graphic interface that looks like a ra- ° 


dio console and stores up to 100 radio stations in memory. 
The software includes a built-in alarm which can be pro- 
grammed to turn the radio on and off at Laeren times to 
preset stations. 


“This is a great feature for audiophiles who may be 
using their computer’s CD-ROM drive for something other 
than an audio-CD,” said Dion Lisle, product marketing man- 
ager at Paradise. “Our customer research shows that PC 
users are extremely enthusiastic about the prospect of add- 
ing an FM Radio to their computer, citing everything from 
boredom with their audio-CD collection, to catching base- 
ball scores and weather updates, or monitoring business 
news.’ 

The Paradise Radio Card, without a sound bata is the 
entry level product. The Paradise Radio Card includes the 
Paradise Smart Radio software and has an estimated street 
price of $59. 

The Paradise Radio Card, with a sound care, combines 
all the features of the Paradise Radio Card with SoundBlaster 
Pro capability via the Yamaha OPL-3 SA chip. The 16-bit 
sound card is Windows 3.1 and Windows 95 compatible, 
supports General MIDI and the Windows Sound System, 
and meets MPC 3 requirements. The Paradise Sound & Ra- 
dio Card has an estimated street price of about $99. 


Diana Reichardt a spokesperson for Philips told 
Newsbytes, “With the combined radio and sound card, digi- 
tal recording and playback is supported in 8- and 16-bit 
resolutions in either stereo or mono at up to 44.1 kilohertz. 
sampling rates. At 44.1 kilohertz, which is near CD quality, 
you can record 30 seconds of music with 1 megabyte stor- 
age. At lower rates, which would by used for news or talk 
radio, a User could store up to 30 minutes with 15 megapytys 
of memory.” 


The top-of-line product is the Wavetable, Sound & 
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Radio Card. It includes the Sound and Radio Card, butadds 
a wavetable synthesis with sound samples, 128 voices, and 
one drum kit for more realistic sounding multimedia presen- 
tations and games. This will have an estimated street price 
of about $139. 

Both the Scund & Radio Card and the Wavetable, 
Sound & Radio Card include the Paradise Audio Rack; sound 
card software that provides access to the Audio CD-ROM 
player, MIDI player, Wave Player, Visual arranger tee and. 


 alimited edition Karaoke player. 


Paradise’s FM radio cards work with 486 or Pentium 
PC with Windows 3.1, Windows for Workgroups, Windows 
95, or Windows NT. Minimum system requirements include 
acolor VGA monitor, 8 MB (megabytes) ee and 10 MB 
free hard disk space. 

(1996718/Press Contact: Diana Reichardt, isle 253- 
5042) : 


ARES In TWA Flight 800 
Recovery Effort 


Amateur Radio operations supported recovery efforts 
in the wake of the TWA Flight 800 disaster off the Long 
Island, New York; shoreline. Mario Maltese, WF2T, of ARES, 
said that when the plane exploded and crashed, “beepers at 
our SKYWARN class went off in concert, and Nassau and 
Suffolk counties Red Cross went Alert 1 at the headquarters, 
with no clear initial mission.” 


Maltese said New York City Red Cross requested com- 
munication to Suffolk, which was arranged on UHF, linking 
Nassau and Suffolk counties and New York City. Acallalso - 
went out to Sid Wolen, K2LJH, of Azden in New Hyde Park, 
New York, to supply additional radios, which the coleer 
was able to do. 


- “As the situation developed, the Red Cross mission 
became to feed the 2000 to 3000 rescue workers at the “crash 
site’ (US Coast Guard Station) and to provide mental health 
support for the workers and the victims’ families,” Maltese 
said. The local telephone company, NYNEX, donated cell 
phones, but WF2T reports that these initially were useless, 
with 3000 rescue workers and thousands of members of the 
press severely overloading the local cell. NYNEX set up a 
high-capacity site the Serger day, but. that had ‘its limita- 
tions also. 

Ham radio worked, however. WF2T rears that ARES 
provided vital communications links among American Red 
Cross HQ in Yaphank, New York, the lead Red Cross official _ 
at the site, and the Red Cross official at the morgue. “This 
was expanded later with shadows for other officials,” he said. - 
The American Red Cross planned to operate 12-hour shifts, 
and DEC Andy Feldman, WB2FXN, was asking for ARES 
mutual aid teams. WF2T said hams and Red Cross personnel 
worked well together. “The chemistry between ARES opera- 
tors and agency officials couldn’t be more positive or pro- 
fessional,” he said. at eae 
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HF Radio or Computer, 
which is it? — . 

This year, the color glossies in 
QST magazine are dominated by the 
latest releases of HF rigs from the big 
three and DSP or Digital Signal Process- 
ing’ stands out as the most ae 
feature for 1996.. 

DSP technology is not a new 
thing. I designed a DSP. filter fora con- 
trol system for my senior project in col- 
lege, That was 1980 and we used a 
Motorola 6809. computer. This was a 
slow part by today’s standards but it 
had a multiply instruction and that was 
critical for building DSP filters. 

' DSP optimized computer chips 
started appearing about 10 years ago 
with introductions from Texas Instru- 
ments and Analog Devices. Since then, 
most chip manufacturers have a DSP 
optimized processor. What makes a 
DSP chip? Well, DSP algorithms are 
small and repetitive programs domi- 
nated by shifts, adds, multiplies and 
divides. DSP processors therefore, are 
optimized for these functions but leave 
out things like memory managers and 


large. memory addressing as they would - 


add to the size, complexity abe obvi: 
ously the cost. 


Audio DSP processors for Ama- 
teur Radio have been around for sev- 
eral years and many are in use in spite 
of the price. Audio DSP units can as 
much as double the signal to noise ra- 
tio or automatically cancel offending 
heterodynes without the need to tweak 
a notch filter. More advanced models 
now incorporate RTTY and Packet TNC 
functions eliminating a separate TNC. 

The new radios with embedded 
DSP took signal processing to the next 
logical-step. Now, the computer pro- 
cesses the signal before the demodula- 
tors. This is a significant difference from 
audio DSP in that now, the processing 
is done before the demodulators. In 

- fact, the processor frequently “is” the 
demodulator, ;AGC performance im- 
proves dramatically as offending high 
level signals are removed before the re- 
ceiver IF is de-sensed. Filter selection 


is also greatly,enhanced as bandwidth 


and shape factor can be modified with 
software instead:of a costly filter. ‘BP 
gerade. awitieniy 

Do these new radios Py sig- 
nificantly better than the previous gen- 
eration. The answer is yes but not just 
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because of the added DSP. The cur- 
rent crop of DSP enhanced radios ac- 
tually use as many as three analog mix- 
ers before they ever get to the DSP 
chips. These mixers are plagued with 
the same IMD and intercept point limi- 


tations as all analog receivers. To solve 


this problem, these radios use some 
form of multi-stage filtering scheme 
before the final IF frequency entering 
the DSP. Icom and Yaesu use conven- 
tional filters in the second and third IF. 
Some are standard and some are op- 
tional. Kenwood advertises no filters 


to buy but they limit the IF bandwidth — 


by shifting the passband on the sec- 
ond and third IF. Overall, the band- 
width of the strip is narrow but each IF 
still has the full bandwidth of signal to 
contend with. Kenwood’s approach will 
save some money at the expense of ul- 
timate performance. 


Once the IF signal has been con- 
verted to 455 kilohertz, a typical third 
IF, the final mixer reduces the IF to about 
10 kilohertz. This signal that has been 
frequency limited to 6 kilohertz wide can 
be directly digitized at about 40,000 
samples per second. Since each cycle 
of 40,000 is 25 microseconds long, the 
processor has 25 microseconds to act 
on each piece of data. With decimation 
and other complex handling methods, 
there is actually room for quite a few 
computer instructions, all required to 
perform the filtering and noise reduc- 
tion common to a DSP system. 


As good as this system can work, 
the better solution is to move the DSP 
as close to the RF 
amplifier as possible. f/ 
Once in the digital 
domain, the dynamic 
range is related to 
the resolution of the 
digital signal in bits. 
Sixteen bits of data 
has 96 dB of dy- 
namic range. Every 
extra bit adds 6 more 
dBV. High band- 
width Analog to 
Digital converters 
can directly convert 
high frequency first 
IF (about 70 Mega- 
hertz) to digital bits. 
The sampling rate is 
actually not equal to 


Dealer for... 


twice the input bandwidth as discussed 
above. Rather, the sample rate is twice 
the “desired” bandwidth of the signal 
to be processed. This under sampling 


‘technique adds artifacts from high fre- 


quency digital mixing which must be 
removed in software but the perfor- 
mance is excellent. 


Systems of this design will re- 
quire only one mixer. All filtering, noise 
reduction and demodulation will be 
done in software. In a competitive mar- 
ket, the radio software will be program- 
mable and the operator could buy dif- 
ferent software packages offering dif- 
ferent levels of performance or features 
specific to each operating mode. Digi- 
tal modes like RTTY and packet would 
never return to analog. They would be 
directly recovered digitally and passed 
along to the display terminal. 


Why not release a radio like this? 
Answer: It’s coming! ! 


A radio of this design can meet 
or exceed the performance of large 
tabletop models of today in the size of 
amobile rig. First releases will be pricey 
as the digital hardware is still State-of- 
the-Art. However, digital devices get 
smaller and cheaper every day while 
modern analog components are not sig- 
nificantly better than components of 
twenty years ago. 

As with a desktop computer, 
when your radio is a computer, the rapid 
growth of technology will give you 
more for less every year. 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ¢ toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espanol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 
tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 


fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 38 years! 


ALINCO * AZDEN ¢ ICOM KENWOOD « SGC + STANDARD » YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI * WICKLIFFE, OH ¢ LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 


1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


Man’s Best Friend On The Web 


A couple of new Web pages for dog lovers have re- 
cently debuted. Woofs is an online dog newspaper devoted 
to adoption and humane treatment, rescue, health care, train- 
ing, obedience, news, pictures, chat-line, and more. If you’ ve 
got a dog you’re proud of, you might want to know about 
the third Virtual Dog Show. Entries close on November 2 and 
competitions include multimedia (audio, video), breeder, and 
fun. World Wide Web: http://www.woofs.org/ World Wide 
Web: http://www.dogshow.com/ 


Visa ATM Locator 


Here’s a useful service. Full details of Visa ATM ma- 
chines across the United States are presented at this page. 
You can locate them via a clickable map of the US or type in 
a street address. The service will attempt to inform you of the 
three nearest machines that will accept your card. The inter- 
national section is useful but simply links into local bank 
home pages across the world, which can be a problem if you 
don’t speak the language. World Wide Web: http:// 
visa.infonow.net/usa.html 


Zap! Information About Lightning 

What happens when you get struck by lightning? 
Sabrina Harwood, a young kid struck in the Grand Canyon 
with members of her family, has created a Web page that 
includes details of her experience. There are also links to 
Web pages related to lightning and information about the 
phenomena. World Wide Web: http: IIWww. azstarnet.com/ 
anubis/zaphome. -htm 


The Piano Page 
A virtual museum of pianos has been added to the 
Piano Page. The Web page is attempting to give readers an 
introduction to the history of pianos. Most of the informa- 
tion comes from the book, “Piano, A Photographic History 
of the World’s Most Celebrated Instrument.” World Wide 
Web: http://www.prairienet.org/arts/ptg/museum.htm 


Regional News Across The US 
This is a comprehensive index to newspapers across 
the US. The main page presents a clickable map of the US 


and selecting one of the state codes will take you to a good - 


index of that state’s online newspapers. It’s an easy way to 
get local news from across thé USA without having to per- 
form long or difficult searches. World Wide Web: http: I] 
www.townnews.com/ . 


FT Company Briefings Online 
The Financial Times newspaper in London has 
launched a new service at its Web site. The Company Brief- 
ings service provides access to fundamental data on more 
than 10,000 listed companies worldwide. All information is 


available in US dollars so comparing companies from differ- 
ent countries is easy. The new service is available in the - 


subscription section of FT’s site. World Wide Web: http: // 
www.ft.com/ 
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Go 2 New Products More Easily 
_ A directory service that provides information on new . 
products and services available via the Internet has just be- 


* come available. Information is available in the form of full- 
' page graphic ads with each one linked to a company home | 


page. The Go 2 What’s New service is categorized to make 
finding new products easier. World Wide pied: http:// 
www.go2whatsnew.com/ 


Fidelity Mutual Fund Data _ 
Fidelity Investments is making available monthly in- 
formation on its portfolio holdings via the Web. Included is 


_ information on asset allocation, top 10 holdings, and market 
- sector diversification for the company’s fy funds. World 


Wide Web: http://www.fid-inv.com/ 


Test Your Knowledge Anytime ~ : 
The Internet’s only live online quiz show, “Is That A- 


- Fact?” is now available 24 hours a day in a “un-live” format. 


You’ ll need Shockwave to enjoy this site which includes 
questions, streaming audio and more. World Wide Web: http:/. 
/patpfinder.com/pathfinder/fact/unlive/ 


Internet Providers By E-mail 
Getting a.list of local Internet access providers is even 
easier now thanks to a new e-mail service. Just send a mes- 


sage to the address below and in the message subject, not 


text, type in the telephone area code you want to find provid- 
ers in. If the search comes back empty, try selecting the 800 
area code for national providers. Each address is limited to 
five requests in each 90-day period. E-mail: ‘isp@penny-a- 
pic.com 


See You At The Cairo Cafe 


The Egyptians have realized few people visit purely 
promotional Web sites, so they’ve added a gimmick to their . 
national tourism site. But it’s a neat gimmick. Visit the Cairo 
Cafe and you can get an online translation of your name into 
hieroglyphics. World Wide Web: ee /Iwww.idsc.gov.eg/tour- 
ism/ 


The Interactive Calculator 


No matter how sophisticated a calculator or money 
management program you buy, you probably can’t get such 
a collection of useful functions in one place. Here you can 


- find pages that let you figure out if your kid’s allowance is 


really more than yours when you were a kid, calculate your 
net worth, find out how. much your home is worth in another 
city, find out if you are really earning as much as five years 
ago, plus lots more. World Wide Web: http: ek bik iguide.com/ 
work_mny/figure/index.htm 


The Peeping Tom Homepage 

These Pages are always popular! The Peeping Tom 
home page is an index to live cameras connected to the 
Internet, known as Web cams. The page has many links and 
includes some the best and most original cameras. World 
Wide Web: http://www.ts.umu. se/~spaceman/camera. html 
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http:/ /Florida-Keys.info-access.com/ 


Undoubtedly one of the most comprehensive and best 
organized websites that I’ve come across is Florida Keys 
Information Access, referred to as the “Town Center” for the 
Florida Keys. I didn’t have time to explore the scores of links 
the site provides but it appeared to be the town center for 
most of Florida with emphasis on the keys. 

The home page says that the Florida Keys are a rather 
special 225 mile chain of small islands and reefs off the coast 
of South Florida. The web site will help you decide what to 
do, where to go and how to get there. 

As a start, the site provides a Community Calendar, 
Public bulletin Board, Hotel finder, Discussion Group and an 
e-mail directory. There is information about diving, the ma- 


rine sanctuary, Everglades National Park and Activities and 


Attractions in the keys. 


To take off from the home page, there are four launches: 
Special Interests, Internet Tools, Florida (locations) and 
Florida Keys Information and Resources. 


The Special Interest links to Florida Resources, Chat 
with Information Access, Flying, Sailing, Real Estate, Kids 
Place, Netizens, and What’s New. Internet Tools takes you 
on a search, contact with Information Access, information 
on “My Own Webpage”, web publishing, Organizations, List 
Servers and Scout Report. The Florida Launch shoots you 


to Boca Raton, Coral Springs, Ft. Lauderdale, Miami, Orlando, 


South Florida or Tampa. 


The emphasis of the website being the Florida Keys, 
The Florida Keys Information and Resources launches you 
to relative information: Activities and Attractions, Business 
and Real Estate, Chamber of Commerce, Community Calen- 
dar and Events, Diving in Florida Keys, Hotel Finder and 
Database, Florida Keys Top Dozen Websites and discus- 
sion groups, Map of the Florida Keys, Pigeon Key and 
Weather and Seasonal Conditions. 

I launched to the Flying Information Access home 
pages and found another ton of information, basically bro- 
ken into four headings: 1)Airport/Airplane/Nav Aids Data- 
bases, Regulations, Manuals and Reference material, 2) Air- 
lines, 3) General Aviation, and 4) Soaring. If you’re a pilot, 
it’s like a big candy store of information. If you’re interested 
in learning to fly a hang glider, you’ ll find it here. 

Of interest to pilots are links to Aviation Weather 
Server, Aviation Weather Sites and Aviation Weather from 
the National Weather Service. 
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Everglades 


s National Park 


From the home page one can link to Everglades Na- 
tional Park to find everything one ever needs to know about 
visiting the park. Find out the operating hours, recommended 
clothing, fees, facilities, trails, roads programs and lodging 
and camping facilities. There is much too much information 
to list here in the article. 


When one links to another city i.e. Orlando, one is 
presented with another comprehensive page unique to the 
particular demographic location with another explosion of 
links. All of the pages are sprinkled with beautiful color pho- 
tographs and pleasing graphics. If you would like to kill about 
8 hours wandering through Florida on the Internet, visiting 
the many Information Access Websites is the ticket. 


You can get your start at: 
http://florida-keys.info-access.com/ 


Florida Online service for Orlando 


Improved | 


The new digital equipment and additional phone lines 
for the Orlando area are finally here! Starting Thursday night 
(October 24), our Orlando customers should start using the 
new number(s). We will have 144 lines available for either 
ppp (analog) or isdn (digital) connections. All of the analog 
modems are capable of connecting at speeds up to 33.6 kbps. 
We have 2 new numbers for the additional lines (they both 
connect to the same group of modems): 

Orlando: - 407-206-0141 

Winter Park: - 307-304-1101 

We are now offering idsn connections at the same rate 
as the 33.6 connections ($20/month for 150 hours and no 
setup fee). The old Orlando numbers will continue to work 
for a few days after we’ ve worked out any possible technical 
problems with the new lines and equipment, and then the old 
numbers will be disconnected, so please make a note of the 
new numbers and start using them beginning Thursday 
evening (October 24). 


Broun Engineering Vue. 
5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 


Amateur & Commercial 
e-mail: fraserreb@aol.com 


KA4VXL 


H.B, Fraser 
President 


Telephone 
954-989-4658 


2300-2310 and 
2400 MHz Band 
Threats — 


Atthe last minute before Congress 
adjourned, Congress passed and the 
President signed Public Law 104-208 to 
authorize the placing of 2305-23 10 MHz 
of the Amateur Band plus other spec- 
trum into the spectrum pool for auction 
to finance the 1997 Federal spending 
plan. 

ARRL made many contacts at very 
high levels to try to stop this 
plan but were told that such a 
plan did not exist. Neverthe- 
less, we persisted. I personally 
called the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairs to plead our case. Veri- 
fiable facts have been hard to 
come by the last week of Con- 
gress because of the “closing 
time” turmoil on the Hill. 

Moreover, much of the 
important legislation in the fi- 
nal hours was wrapped into the 
2,000 page omnibus budget 
resolution, HR 4278, the text o 
which was not made public 
until Oct. 4. Most of the deal 
making appears to have been 
at very high levels. 

What do we do now? 

Congress has adjourned 
and will not return until Jan. 
1997. ARRL plans to press this issue. In 
the meantime, you, individually, may 
want to press this matter with your local 
Congressman when he or she is home 
campaigning for re-election in the next 
month. 


In the meantime, RM 8837 by DSC 
Corp. (which the ARRL and others filed 
Reply Comments opposing) asks the 
FCC to provide 2400 MHz spectrum for 
wireless local loop for telephone service. 
Essentially, the ARRL Reply Comments 
stated among other points that this fre- 
quency band had already been the sub- 
ject ofrule making and there was no need 
to reopen this frequency band to dis- 
cussion again. So far no action has ap- 
parently taken place on this petition. DSC 
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filed Reply Comments late which appear 

to have dropped their request for spec- 
trum in the Amateur Band. 

-Spectrum Defense Bulletin 

Thanks to Brad Wyatt and ARRL 


for the above information. 


Congress directs © 
FCC to put 2.3 
GHz spectrum up — 
for bid 


Possibly for the first time ever, 


Sauces ... HE AIN'T 
EVEN GOT.A Gun f 


SPECTRUM 


~_— 


CITIZEN 
HAM 


Congress has directed the reallocation 
of specific frequencies, including 5 MHz 
that Amateur Radio shares with gov- 
ernment services between 2305 and 2310 
MHz. During its final hours before ad- 
journment, the 104th Congress ap- 
proved a provision as part of a much 
larger appropriations bill that directs the 
FCC to put 30 MHz of spectrum in the 
2.3-GHz region up for competitive auc- 
tion to help balance the budget. 

The National Telecommunica- 


tions and Information Administration © 


(NTIA) had identified for reallocation 
the amateur segments 2300-2310 MHz 
and 2390-2400 in May 1994, so realloca- 
tion of part of that subband came as no 
surprise (see QST, Jul 94, p 85 and Aug 


94, p72). Last year, hams scored a major 
victory by getting a primary allocation 
on the subbands 2390-2400 MHz and 
2402-2417 MHz. 

The recent congressional action 
will reallocate 2305 to 2320 MHz and 
2345 to 2360 MHz—30 MHz in all—to 
“wireless services that are consistent 
with international agreement concern- 
ing spectrum allocations.’’ The action 
was included in the massive, 
2000-page Omnibus Consoli- 
dated Appropriations Act, 
which was passed by Con- 
gress and signed by the 
President. The act now is Pub- 
lic Law 104-208. 

Shortly after the mea- 
sure was introduced in the 
Congress, ARRL sent mes- 
sages to House and Senate 
Commerce Committee and 
Appropriations staff members 
to alert them to the League*s 
concerns and the possible im- 
pact the bill would have on 
the amateur allocation at 
2300-2310 MHz. The measure 
also was opposed by the Sen- — 
ate Commerce Committee 
leadership, which stated that 
auctions ought to be used 
only for assignment pur- 
poses, not as a means of rais- 
ing Federal revenues. The newly reallo- 
cated spectrum is to be put up for bid 
no later than next April. 

ARRL Executive Vice President 
David Sumner, K1 ZZ, said: ‘’Congres- 


‘sional action directing the reallocation 


of specific frequency bands is very un- 
usual, and may even be unprecedented. 
Setting that issue aside, it is too early to 
know the implications for Amateur Ra- 
dio. We have been waiting for the other 
shoe to drop on 2300-2310 MHz ever 
since 1994, and to some extent we are 
still waiting. Perhaps we will at least have 
the opportunity to strengthen our claim 
to 2300-2305 MHz.” | 
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orida Online.s 


Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces \ 


150 hours per month! 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour ) 


Free Personal Home Pages! 


Bin? *& Text-Based Dial-In, “ngs te, Ie 

p «oo % SLI/IP (Graphical) Ava, 8a 

4 =~ and PPP (Graphical) + %, 
Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! 


=> ® Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
a shop on-line, check out the latest news from around the world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the Web! 


LP ® Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CICA library, log 
scm directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or get all the newest files 
and animations, and so much more, ail free! 


*& Into games and gaming? Log into one of the many game BBS' 
or servers on the Internet! Choose your favorite game, and you - 
will find there are more than just a few places to go and engage 
against other adventurers! 


Owned and operated by KC4UFI (Jerry Russell), and KD4MIW (Sharon Russell). 


For nor information, or to de up, please call: 
n Brevar oll-free statewide: 
ray: 635-8888 1-800-676-2599 


: POWER SUR THE MTCRACT ON 


Wd 
SRLS 


Florida Online. 
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The month of November marks 
the 71st year of the MARS services, 
and the 48th for Air Force MARS. 

In this month in 1925, the Army 
Amateur Radio System (AARS) was 
created by a few individuals in the US 
Army Signal Corps under Army Cap- 
tain Thomas C. Rives. He enlisted the 
assistance of numerous volunteer Ham 
Radio operators to train interested sol- 
diers in the ‘new’ art of radio communi- 
cating, and to assist in researching and 
developing ways to improve “radio re- 
lay” to assist battlefield commanders 
in tactical operations. He instituted 
many of the procedures we still use to- 
day. The ham (amateur) operators he 
trained to operate in military nets were 
invaluable to the Signal Corps, and gave 


the Army a pool of trained operators in 


case of a national emergency. 

This organization continued un- 
til America’s entry into World War II, 
when civilian radio operators were not 
permitted to transmit. The activities of 
the Army Amateur Radio System 
(AARS), as it had become to be known, 
were suspended until late 1946, when 
again AARS was allowed to resume op- 
erations. From 1925 through 1942 the 
AARS had operated as an adjunct ac- 
tivity of the Signal Corps. In late 1941, 
there were 60,000-plus licensed Ama- 
teurs within the United States and it’s 
territories; 6,000 of those were members 
of the AARS, and nearly one fifth of 
the pre-World War II AARS members 
served their country either in the Army 
or inacivilian capacity. After the end 
of W.W.II, the Army recognized the im- 
portance of reactivating the AARS to 
train vitally needed communications 
personnel at an inexpensive cost to the 
US government. In 1946, the AARS was 
resurrected and functioned as such 
until the creation of the Military Ama- 
teur Radio System in 1948. It was later 
renamed the Military Affiliate Radio 
System, to reflect the membership’s sta- 
tus as non-active-duty personnel, but 
as affiliates. Air Force MARS was cre- 
ated as a separate entity in ’48, parallel- 
ing the creation of the Air Force (from 
the Army Air Corps) as a separate ser- 
vice. Navy-Marine Corps MARS was 
established in early 1963. The present- 


day MARS program still operates as’ 


separate entities, although there is joint 
interoperability of the three services 
more closely today than ever before. 


The role MARS plays has not 
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Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


changed through the years, but has 
seen many additional duties performed 
in an exemplary manner. The primary 
mission of USAF MARS, and others, 
is to provide emergency communica- 
tions to military and civilian officials as 
needed. Over these many years, affili- 
ates have served a far greater purpose 


to servicemen and women by provid- 


ing MARSgrams and the ever-popular 
phone patches plus other services to 
the folks “back home”. Many will say 
that the millions of personal contacts 
and simple messages to and from the 
families of warfront personnel handled 
through the decades meant more to the 


troops than anything else, and has been — 


one of the greatest contributions to 
their morale in this entire century. 


MARS continues to grow in 
strength and technology. New ways of 
communicating between members and 
passing semi-official and morale traffic 
is constantly being explored. Systems 
continue to improve in speed and ac- 
curacy, owing to new digital equipment, 
of which MARS affiliates own and un- 
selfishly use in the pursuit of high- 
speed message handling. Most MARS 
members purchase their equipment 
themselves, but some modern equip- 
ment, much of it computer-based, Is still 
beyond reach of many members. There 
may soon be surplus equipment in 
good condition available to those that 
need it in order to update their stations 
at little or no cost. This would level the 


playing field for those members who 


have worked countless hours for the 
service and now need assistance in pro- 
curing modern equipment to continue 
their work. 


To all of the many affiliates who, 
over these seventy-one years, have 
given your time and efforts to make 
MARS a high-profile service to many 
thousands of grateful men and women 
who served in foreign countries and 
had the fortune of getting news to and 
from home countless times through 
your efforts; for your cold dinners and 
unmowed lawns and undone household 
chores and spouse tongue-lashings 
that occurred while you were battling 
static and bad propagation to get mes- 
sages through for your hometown he- 
roes, the MARS staff salutes you. You 
have done a great service for your coun- 
try and your fellow Americans. 

* * * * 


The last CW message to be trans-) 
mitted in MARS was done last month. 
Some members were reluctant to see it 
go, but as the final message stated, an 
old friend is retiring to a well-deserved 
rest. The demands made for communi- 
cations these days is tremendous, ne- 
cessitating high speed equipment for . 
the large load of information traffic, and 
so CW was sent to rest. There are many 
stories that will still be talked over by 
CW operators for a long time, and the 
code will still have a place in the memo- 
ries of many MARS members. 

Ihave a friend in Northeast Mis- 
sissippi who only uses a microphone 
for VHF contacts, and has always fa- 
vored CW over all other modes. He 
probably handled most, if not all, of the 
MARSgrams that he took by CW. I 
have never talked to him on any HF 
band other than with the key. 


Remember when 60-100 wpm 
RTTY was state of the art? I thought it 
was the absolute zenith of the future of 
communications...you didn’t have to 
write down anything...just print it out. I 
hated to see it lose favor for new tech- 
nology, just as MARS CW ops felt, I’m 
sure. I kept a lot of teletype equipment, 
just to be on the safe side. It laid around 


_ for a few years and after seeing that it 


wasn’t going to be used again, I made 
a decision to do something with it. I 
kept my T/D and several tapes, but the 
TT-98 and TT-76 are now in the Mili- 
tary Museum at Camp Shelby, MS, a 
place that will help to preserve their — 
heritage and makes for a comfortable 
“retirement home’ for them. 

Larry, AFF2TN, reminded me of 
something a while back; you could al- 
ways tell a ham (or in my case, a sol- 
dier) who ran teletypes by the particu- 
lar smell of oil that always ae 
nied him! ' 


AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an of- 
ficial United States Air Force release, 
and does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Air Force or the MARS. 
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BE PREPARED FOR A HURRICANE! 


SELF CONTAINED 25 KW nem 
WILL POWER: 
¢ LIGHTS ¢ FREEZERS 
¢REFRIGERATORS « A/C 
¢ 150 AMP SERVICE 


LPG Engine - all self contained in a mobile unit mounted on heavy duty trailer complete 
with interior & exterior lightning, ventilating fan system 55Gal. LPG mounted tank or can 
be hooked up to outside LPG tank. Single or 3-Phase Electric with Automatic Transfer 
Switch complete with all types of Breakers, Switches, Receptacles for easy setup and 
operation. Very Reliable with Low Hours. Unit in Perfect operating condition. READY TO 
GENERATE ELECTRIC NOW.....FOR BUSINESS, INDUSTRY OR HOME... — 


TAKE HOME ~— °7 800.00 


Call 904-967-5050 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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This reporter had the honor of 
participating in the Army MARS In 
Progress Review (IPR) conference 
which was held at the Emergency Op- 
erations Center in San Antonio, TX 
during September. Participants in- 
cluded Chief Army MARS. Robert 
Sutton, Eastern Area Director Kathy 
Harrison, and several members of 
Chief’s Special Staff. This dedicated 
working group addressed all of the is- 
sues that had been sent into HQ Army 
MARS by Army MARS members all 
over the country. Major topics of em- 
phasis included completion of the DA 
PAM and its annexes which will be the 
next official Army MARS manual. Great 
progress has been made in this project 
with changes being written to reflect 
the latest changes in operation. Most 
portions of this document have been 
finalized; however, additional staffing 
is required before it reaches Chief 
Sutton’s desk. The Army MARS Emer- 
gency Oplan has also had its final revi- 
sions and some additions were worked 
by the group. These two documents 
form the backbone of Army MARS op- 
erations well into the future. Many 
members wonder why this process has 
taken so long. The DA PAM and its 
annexes continued to be revised based 
upon changes in technology and re- 
quirements placed on MARS by its 
valued customers. Lessons learned 
during exercises and actual events re- 
quired going back almost to square one 
and starting over again. This is a se- 
ries of documents that must be com- 
prehensive and accurate. Such require- 
ments take time to‘accomplish. Look- 
ing at the Public Relations Annex that I 
wrote about a year ago, I can see 
changes that should be made because 
of the rapid changes in technologies 


used to disseminate information since. 


that time. Fortunately, even after these 
documents are issued, there are mecha- 
nisms through which amendments can 


be written and adopted. The Emer- 


gency Oplan was well written prior to 
Grecian Firebolt 96 (GF96). A number 
of new techniques and operations pro- 
tocols were set up for GF96 that worked 
so well that these became the basis for 
a new Emergency Oplan document. 
Such opportunities serve to improve 
every MARS program but take time to 
analyze and to implement properly with 
the proper training support. 


Some’ ‘of the new operating pa- © 
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Lorraine S. Matthew, 
AAA9SPR 


rameters that will be hallmarks of Army 
MARS throughout the future include 
less reliance on state lines as bound- 
aries of operations. Regional nets are 
being developed and studied. This is 
another area that worked so well as part 


of the GF96 scenario. 


Florida Army MARS State Direc- 


tor, Bert Fow, has seen the value of 
such operations. He has taken the ini- 


tiative to undertake a cooperative ven- 
ture with the State MARS Directors of 


Alabama and Georgia who share com-- 


mon boundaries with Florida. They 
have exchanged radio network sched- 
ules and frequencies and are encour- 
aging their members to check into each 
other’s nets. At this writing, members 
from Georgia and Alabama have 
checked into Florida nets and Florida 
members into theirs. The word has 
spread, however, as evidenced by 
members from South Carolina, Virginia, 
Kentucky, and other states also check- 
ing into Florida nets. This is the oper- 


ating protocol to come throughout the. 


MARS organization — interoperability 
among our own service MARS pro- 
grams as well as with other service 
MARS organizations. Mr. Fow’s far- 
sightedness will help the entire South- 
east to be a homogeneous region once 
the region concept of operation is well 
developed. 

Further Florida Army MARS 
news includes the fact that Mr. Fow is, 
like Army MARS, utilizing e-mail as well 


’ as radio modes in order to disseminate 


his administrative messages and in- 
structions. Members are encouraged 
to contact him with queries and com- 
ments via this mode as well. This inte- 
gration of radio and the electronic me- 
dia has already become a reality in Army 
MARS on the national and international 


levels. Florida, with a high percentage * 


of its operators on e-mail, is taking ad- 
vantage of these combined mechanisms 
which provide the most efficient flow 
of information. ~ . 

It is fitting that with the coming 
of the holiday season, that we are re- 
minded that we still have thousands of 
military personnel deployed to loca- 
tions far from home. Army MARS still 
has the best free message service to 
and from those men and women who 
serve us so well. Please remember them 
this season with messages of good 
cheer and news from home. All you 
need is your name and address, the 
recipient’s name and full address, and 
50 words. Get this information to any 
MARS member and the message will 


be on its way. Ifa MARS member is not — 
available to you, send the data typed 


in CAPITAL LETTERS via e-mail to: 

Pat G74934@aol.com 

and she will get the message out 
for you. Any return messages will come 
via a local MARS member and you can 
use that person for subsequent mes- 
sages. Let’s bring that holiday spirit to 
our soldiers, airmen, sailors, and ma- 
rines this entire holiday season. 

Army MARS looks to the future — 
Proud, Professional, Ready. 


MARS to drop all 
CW nets 


All CW nets and other CW activ- 


ity in the Military Affiliate Radio Sys- . 


tem (MARS) have been ordered to cease 
operation effective October 1, 1996. Af- 
ter that time, no CW nets or other CW 
activity will be allowed on any DOD 
MARS frequencies. A final MARS CW 
message will be transmitted simulta- 
neously on Army, Navy and Air Force 
MARS frequencies at 1300, 1530 and 
1700 UTC on September 30. MARS mem- 
bers may earn a certificate for correct 
copy of the final message. 
i 


FOR SALE 


Aluma (SHo-60) 60’ft. Steel Crank up tower all hot dipped mi w/ 
rotor pujr, 20’ 2" steel mast, hinged base, top bushing. 6 element tri- 
bander (sy36). 2 element (40-2CO) 40 meter beam. 4 element (20-BA- 
S) 20 meter beam. CDE Ham 4 rotor + cable. HTSL-100 10m rig. 440 
HT Kenwood w/wall charger. 2" ball-bearing thrust units. Aluma T- 
140 Alum. 40" crank-up mast mount rotor, hinged base + house 
bracket. SS cable, coax, tower stand. All in good condition: and down 
will take trades. W4ZGG (Bob) 561-778-7584. jgeydGn 
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Fujitsu offers largest yet LCD 


TOKYO, JAPAN, 1996 OCT 4 (NB)— By Martyn Wil- 
liams. Fujitsu Ltd. [TOK YO:6702] has announced two new 
liquid crystal display (LCD) screens for use with personal 
computers. The larger of the two models has a 21-inch screen, 
making it the largest LCD monitor yet made. 

The screens were announced by Fujitsu as a solution 
for space-strapped Japanese computer users who often don’t 
have the room for large desks needed to accommodate large 
displays. 

The VL1400TS display has a 13.8-inch color thin film 
transistor (TFT) LCD screen capable of an XGA resolution 
of 1024 by 768 pixels. It can reproduce 260,000 colors on the 
screen, said to be equivalent to a CRT tube of size 15 inches. 
With a base size of 18cm, it needs just half the room of aCRT 
monitor and, better still, uses just a third of the energy. 

Higher resolution and a larger screen are offered on 
the VL2100T display with its 21.3-inch color TFT LCD screen 
. and SXGA resolution of 1280 by 1024 pixels and palette of 
16.19 million colors. This screen requires a third of the space 
an equivalent CRT monitor would use and reduces power 
consumption by half. 

The VL1400TS will be available from November and 
priced at 398,000 yen ($3,570). The larger VL-2100T won’t be 
available until February next year and will carry a price tag of 
1,280,000 yen ($11,480). 

Exchange rate, $1 = 111.50 yen 

(19961004/Press contact: Fujitsu Ltd., +8 1-3-3216-7952; 
Reader contact: Fujitsu Customer Service, Freedial 0120-89- 
4321, http://www. fujitsu.co.jp/hypertext/fmworld/ / 
FUJITSU961004/PHOTO) 


Cars will have “Intel Inside” 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, U.S.A., 1996 OCT 21 (NB) — 
REPEAT/By Bob Woods. Most people probably never 
thought they’d see an “Intel Inside” sticker on their new 
car. But if Intel Corp. [NASDAQ:INTC] and various compa- 
nies associated with automobiles and consumer electronics 
have their way, the power of both a PC and advanced com- 
munications technologies will add to the horsepower in fu- 
ture new cars. | 

Intel officials said they will work with high tech people 
in the automotive, computer, consumer electronics, and com- 
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munications industries to develop Pentium processor-based 
platforms that, not only help car owners drive their vehicles 
and keep them safe, but entertain drivers and passengers 
alike. 


‘Most of the software auto owners use on their home 
computers, including Internet applications and programs 
that have the ability to send and receive e-mail and faxes, 
would be used in the “Intel Inside” car, officials said. 


But car computing applications would stretch way 
beyond what a person could accomplish sitting at a desk 
chair at home, Intel said. Cellular/ GSM (Global System for 
Mobile telecommunications), Global Positioning System, and 
Radio Data Broadcast (RDB) capabilities would let the driver 
navigate around traffic delays and through unfamiliar areas, 
place and receive phone calls, and access databases of per- 
sonalized information. 


Speech recognition can also make a driver feel like 
they are on the bridge of Star Trek’s USS Voyager. The car 
owner could interact directly with the onboard PC to ex- 
ecute commands for PC and telephony applications, offi- 
cials said. 

Both the driver and passenger could also safely enjoy 
interactive games and multimedia programs, Intel said. The 
person driving would be able to keep the car on the road 
while playing or interacting with the PC because of the voice 
recognition capability. Passengers could use devices like 
joysticks and headphones to play games without bothering 
the driver. 

Security is also a key to the new auto computer sys- 
tem. A CTI (computer telephony integration) application 
built into every car could be used to report accidents, call 
for roadside assistance, and track stolen vehicles. 

What’s probably best about the in-car computer sys- 
tem is that it is not a “futuristic concept,” said Dr. Ron J. 
Smith, vice president of Intel’s Semiconductor Products 
*Group (SPG). “The basic technology that could enable these 
applications in the vehicle is here today.” 

To bring the capabilities out into the limelight, Intel 
said it has developed a reference platform that supports the 
design of in-car hardware and software. In addition, the com- 
pany will hold the first in-car computing and communica- 
tions conference in the first half of 1997. ) 

Intel is on the Web at http://developer.intel.com . 


(19961018/Press Contacts: Shannon Burns, Intel, 602- 
554-2988) ” 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE" 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
P.O. Box 2806 FS’ Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
“Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 Eves.: 642-4139 


(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oe «<® |} * All Home Electronics 


Ss * Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI! 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 
. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 


. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 


1306 Lakeview Rd. If it worked once..... . IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 : 6. Authorized Icom Dealer, 
(813)676-2375 It can work again ! R 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 

. BROKEN RADIOSII! §=—-_- [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLD HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


164 West First Ave. ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2042 
Pierson, FL 32180 FAX 904-769-3147 
800-785-4266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 YEARS 07 SERVICE™ 


W4PLM ; DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


STA RTEK ; Come join the 
oe Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. ‘ "adbedlh Feats 
‘) 


For more information call: — 


388 N.E. 387H STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. ee Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
a unit of the 
Florida Shrine Association FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
; ; A A We DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
or informatic D Gc 
Gerry Skinner K4LVZ, |ph..(407)679-4244) AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 
3311 Ellwood Ct Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 

Jerry Deutscher, KO4UW, [ph .(941}472-5130) or 

Hank Wells, W1 TNE, [ph (407)727-13714) ar 

Join us on the Shrine Net which 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 #f 


ts each Sund ) 8:30AM on 3935 KH | CH, | 
iia de aah td ‘ 3 O GT- PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
zx MCI MAIL: 311-3659 
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NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 
aaa Sra er ee en 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


FLORIDASKIP SPECIALTIES 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes 


REPAIRED 


$30. 


Conrad Kibler 
10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 


U-LIFT 
By JB 
6708 CR 651 
Bushnell, FL 33513 
352-793-4690 
WB4MOX WB4MOY 
~~ JOHN BEV. 


DON’T CL IMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, 
IT’S SO EASY. 


plus parts/ 
shipping 
or purchased 


oe 0% 
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Box 2790 AR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


Send for price list 
K4GIT 


RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 352-475-1950 
Owners Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Aut MAKEs 


™ Specialized Design Engineering/Construction — 
® Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
(904) 764-0042 


GQ TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
N4LLZ, 

MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES*AIR® HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 
EVES 


Toner For Lasers 
And Copiers . 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32637 


Roger Radio 


Communication Electronics 
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-Radio Repair and Restorations 

Alignments and Modifications 
All Makes: HF, VHF, Amps. Power Supplies 
-Installations 
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Preserving the charm of Amateur Radio 


A 


Kenwood Specialist 


954-961-2363 


2 Ben, 


Roger W. Warrick \ 
KK4KM 


Florida Hamfest Update - Oct., 1996 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION NOTES Feb 
Sorrento Lake Amateur Radio Ass’n (Eustis) 
(New Location) East Lake Chamber of Commerce 
SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 

Talk-in on 147.255 ; 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG 
Fox Lake Park 

Harrison St west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Clyde, K4EOS (407) 267-9375 
Florida Expo Park Feb 
I-4 & US 301 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jean Endicot (813) 525-5178 
Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 
on US 441 1.5 mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ 
Booster Stadium 
N 36th Ave 1 mile N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV 
Opa-locka airport 
in the BTTR Hanger 
Talk-in on 146.55 (Simplex) 
INFO: Louis, N4LDG (305) 840-8446 
Lake City FL National Guard Armory 
on Lake Jeffery Road 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WASRKR 


Feb 


(352) 360-1380 
Titusville 
Feb 


23/24 Tampa 


Feb 
(941) 467-0516 Mar 


Mar 
(352) 245-9514 
Miami 


Dec 14 
Mar 


(904) 755-7969 
1997 


~~~ 


4/5 


j Mar 
Southwest Florida Hamfest 


at Cape Coral American Legion 
on 47th Terrace, Cape Coral 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Jim, KQ4OR 
Robards Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 
18 Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-on on 146.955 
INFO: Chad, W3IKO (352) 746-1299 
19 Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX 


Fort Myers 


11/12 Sarasota 


(813) 823-4251 


Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146:925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR 
Desoto County Fairgrounds 
US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (941) 494-5070 
Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN = (904) 476-8537 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Ken, KD4JQR (407) 961-2465 
VFW Hall in Spring Hill 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Lee, WA3YMV 
At 3339 Allen Rd. 
Talk-in on 145,190 
INFO: Phinney, WB4UMT (813) 788-1344 
15/16 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 
A1A south of Stuart 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Dave, KE4AMW (561) 288-7100 
National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270/145.330 
INFO: Roy, KE4JCT (941) 382-4607 
29 Fanning Springs _ Livestock Pavillion Fairgrounds 
SR 26 & US 19 
Talk-in on ?? 
INFO: Glenda, K4KRU 


Arcadia 


Pensacola 


Orlando 


Brooksville 


(352) 799-1638 


Zephyrhills 


22 Stuart 


22 Sebring 


(904) 542-3033 
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(941) 997-6423 1161 p AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 


CALL FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL_ Army Mars Call: 


AAT4RV 


Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 


33455 
E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com 
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° 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! 
LOTS OF HAM INFO PLUS THE MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 
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(305) 642-4139 
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ECLASSIFIED3 


Standard classified ad - 10 cents/word, $3.00 minimum 
charge. Commercial classified ad - 15 cents/word, $5.00 mini- 
mum. See submission details below. 


WANTED - Crank-up, 35'- 40'. Too old to climb - too poor to 
buy new! P.A. Schelter (W4O0YC). 3126 SE 26 St. Okeechobee, 
FL 34974. 


SELL - Very clean, works well, manuals; Swan 500C - $210.00 
with 117KS Power Supply. Swan SYGNET 270B with manual 
- $150.00. Plus UPS shipping. Andy Clark, W4IYT. 41 Lenape 


Drive, Miami Springs, FL 33166. (305) 888-3874 
How dry is dry? It’s so dry that the bushes are following the — 


dogs around! -Thanx Pike Abell, W4EPU. 

NOTICE - Any info about a JB-U-LIFT #109 that was picked 
up at the Jacksonville Hamfest August 3rd or 4th, Please 
contact Bob Gay (WA8CPM) at (352) 643-6710. 


FREE - New FCC Forms - 610 (Normal), 610A (Clubs) and 610 
(Vanity calls). Also 1997 Ham Shack Calendars (Donation?). 
Please send a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope to: SKIP. 
Specialities, Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


GOOD THRU NOVEM BER 


FT—-11R318B 
FYr—-11R38B 
FYTr—-41R318 


FT—-S1RB1B 


FYr—-S1R383B 


2ZWATT 
SWAT AT 


P>WATT 


SWAT T 


Fr-7200 MOBILE 
FT—-S8500FS10 MOBILE 
ET -S500MH39 if 


FT—-900C | 
FT—-900CAT 
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MIKE'S ELECTRONICS 

\-- | OD PeONW SS 2)STREET 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 
ORDER LINE 1-800-427-3066 


BROW ARD(@SS5epbAaQ 1-7il '@© 
FAX(OE 5490 1-7FO! | 


25 


Resurrecting the QWERTY - Dvorak Debate 


BOTHELL, WASHINGTON, 
U.S.A., 1996 OCT 18 (NB) —By Patrick 
McKenna. In the 1930s, Dr. August 
Dvorak invented an alternative key- 
board layout built around commonly 
used keys and the English language. 
Kinesis Corporation is shipping a con- 
vertible, ergonomically designed key- 
board which allows users to switch 
between the standard QWERTY layout 
or the Dvorak layout. 

“Studies have shown the Dvorak 
keyboard layout can increase accuracy 
by 68% and typing speed by 74% on 
average,” said Kinesis president, Will 
Hargreaves. “The problem we address 


with the convertible keyboard is the © 


matter of training and getting ac- 
quainted with a new system. Our two 
new keyboards allow a user to switch 
back and forth from one system to an- 
other while they are learning. This 
means they can maintain their produc- 
tivity at work while learning the Dvorak 
layout at their own pace.” 

Hargreaves also said his convert- 
ible keyboards allowed other users who 
only know the QWERTY layout to use 
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INTRODUCTION TO AMATEUR RADIO DISPLAY * FORUM ON BAC 
AMATEUR RADIO © PANEL DISCUSSION ON INTERNATIONAL SPECTR 
RADIO » FORUM ON THE FCC AND THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE + 200+ 
SWAP TABLES « TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS * FIELD CH 

: * PROGRAMS BY AMSAT, ARRL, QCWA, DXPEDITIONS, ANTENNAS, PACKET, TRAFFIC, ARES 
+ ALTERNATIVE INTEREST PROGRAMS ON CRAFTS, PERSONAL APPEARANCE, HEALTH & NUTRITION 


Swap Tables: $28.00 each plus 
(Prices quoted for tickets, tables 


Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Fairfield Inn South in the Marriat 
(NW. 42 Ave.), Rates: $65.00 Single or Doubdie. Tei: (305) 643-0055 «= So 
MUST mention “Tropical Hamboree’ to get speciai rate Deadiine Jan 19, 1997. 


the same keyboard because a simple 
switch allows users to return to the 
QWERTY system. 


Two versions of Kinesis’ con- 
vertible keyboard are currently ship- 
ping. The Professional. QD version 
comes with a bundled foot switch and 
is programmable for macros and foot 
switch commands. The Essential QD 
version is unprogrammable, but ready 
for foot switches. The new keyboards 


sell at a suggested retail price of $395 


and $265, respectively. 

According to Kinesis, the 
company’s keyboards are also de- 
signed to solve medical problems as- 
sociated with conventional keyboard 
designs while increasing productivity 


at the same time. They feature separate | 


concave keypads for each hand for im- 
proved arm positioning; separate 
thumb keypads, which reallocate 
workload from weaker, overused little 
fingers to stronger thumbs. A vertical 
key layout which reflects natural finger 
motions, integral padded palm support 
and low-force, tactile key switches, are 


37th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE® 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER SHOW 
ARRL SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION CONVENTION 


€ 
oogre FEBRUARY 1 - 2, 1997 
% “i s DADE COUNTY YOUTH FAIR & EXPOSITION CENTER 
oe SW, 712 AVENUE & CORAL WAY (S.W. 24 ST.) 
, MIAMI, FLORIDA 
EMAIL. edgielink.net + Sponsored by Dade Radio Club of Miami, Inc. TALK IN; 146.925 


AIR CONDITIONED FACILITY « ON-SITE CAMPING FOR 300 RYs * FREE PARKING FOR 15,000 VEHICLES 


Registration: $5.00 Advance (deadline Jan. 91st) - Door: $7.00 
Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $45.00, 4 days (Thur, Fri., Sat., Sun.) $60.00. 
reg, ticket * Power: $10.00 per user. 
& camping include Fla. & Dade Co. tax) 


TICKET, CAMP. TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. j 
Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR, 2780 NW. 3 St., Mian, FL'33995-5059 ° Pe 
BOOTH & TABLE INQUIRIES: email. ecig@elink net, Tel: 305-642-4139, Fax: 305-642: 1648 


HOMEPAGE: www.hamboree org 


K TO BASICS IN THE WIDE WORLD OF 
UM PLANS & THE FUTURE OF AMATEUR 
EXHIBIT BOOTHS * 800+ INDOOR 
ECKING FOR DXCC AND CQ AWARDS 


t Lodging Complex at 1201 NW, LeJuene Road 
eak Only to Reservation Department and 


engineered to reduce effort and impact — 
and to provide long life. 
Hargreaves added, “The 
Microsoft Natural keyboard is a good . 
first step in correcting some of the tra- 
ditional keyboard problems, but with a — 
Kinesis board, users take a more ad- 
vanced step into keyboard health, pro- — 
ductivity and comfort. We have testi-_ 
monials from thousands of users who ~ 
have used our keyboards to return to a 


productive work routine after surgery 
from repetitive stress injury or users — 


: 
: 


’ who have avoided surgery. 


Kinesis’ new convertible key- 
boards connect directly to IBM/clone 


‘computers or through an optional in- 


terface box with Macintosh computers 
and Sun workstations. The products 
are available at retail outlets or directly 
from the company. More information is_ 
available at http://www.kinesis- 
ergo.com . 
(19961018/Press Contact: Caprice 
Leinonen, Kinesis, 206-402-8100/ 
KINESIS961018PHOTO) 


November 1996 # SKIP 


a 
wil 


Name 

Address 

Cy 
State/Country 
Zip/Postal Code 
OVISA OMC # 
Exp. Date 


Signature 


clad) cad) 


Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur radio 
digital communications! 


is the only publication 
dedicated solely to info on 
RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 
or, Clover, Amtor, CCW, 
CW and more! Rigs, 
computers, software, 
\) news and reviews are 


| month, every 32 page 


this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 
Don’t miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 
IDRA/DJ * P.O. Box 2550 * Goldenrod, FL 32733-2550 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA O DX-Air $42.00 


Each 


issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
/news and events to help - 
you get the most out of 


se ume, F339 


VINTAGE MANUALS 
yn 
TELEPHONE FILTERS 


2500 Manuals in Stock. 

Catalog Available w/SASE or Call to Inquire. 
Our Telephone Filters are the Smallest on the Market. 
Eliminates RF Interference from 500 KHz to 30 MHz. 
ame) Only $12.95 Each or Two for $24.00 


ne W7FG Vintage Manuals and Products = 
3300 Wayside Drive, Bartlesville, OK 74006 
918-333-7893 * 800-807-6146 
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| a 672 Indian River Dr. N j 
'§ Melbourne, FL AME? : 
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{ O One Year $12.00* j 
‘1 Two Years §23.00° state k 
10 Three Years $34.00° a 
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ELIS AMATEUR RADIO | 
ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER 


@ ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED @ RADIOS 
@ ANTENNAS @ ACCESSORIES # BOOKS 


OPEN EVERY DAY 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SE HABLA ESPANOL WE EXPORT 


BRM ARD 1-800-780-0103 ON 
(954) (305) 


525-0103 1/2 Block South of Route 84 944-3383 


2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 


BULK RATE 
S a E P U.S. POSTAGE 
672 Indian River Dr. | ~ PAID 


Z _ 
ZIM ia Melbourne, FL 32935 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


